
34th Congress, ) HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ( Report 
3c? Session. $ ( Ho. 158. 

FREDERICK STEPHEN'S. 

January 30, 1857.—Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. 0. C. Washburne, from the Committee on Military Affairs, made 
the following 

REPORT. 

The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
Frederick Stephens, report: 

That the petitioner represents that he was draughted as a soldier 
during the late war with Great Britain, at Bainbridge, in the State 
of Hew York; that he was one month in the service when he was 
taken sick, and so continued for several months ; that when his com¬ 
pany was discharged, his name was not on the rolls, and in conse¬ 
quence he was not paid for his services. He asks that three hundred 
dollars may he allowed him for his services, and to compensate him 
for his sickness. The committee know of no principle or precedent 
which would justify them in reporting in favor of paying any portion 
of the claim of the petitioner that is not based upon actual service. 
That actual service consisted in doing duty for one month in the 
ranks; and as he was not regularly discharged, the committee cannot 
presume that he was entitled to pay for a longer period. If the pe¬ 
titioner’s allegation that he was not paid was sustained by other proof 
than his own oath, the committee would see no reason for refusing to 
report in favor of allowing him for his actual service. The petitioner 
having received a land warrant for one hundred and sixty acres, his 
case is not regarded as one of great hardship, or requiring the inter¬ 
position of Congress. The committee therefore recommend that the 
prayer of the petitioner he not granted. 
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